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POTTSTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

October 20, 2014 
 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Board of School Directors of the Pottstown School District was held on 
Monday, October 20, 2014 at 7:30 PM in the Cafeteria of the Pottstown High School with President 
Mrs. Judyth Zahora presiding.  Upon roll call, the following members were present: Ms. Katina 
Bearden, Ms. Mary-Beth Bacallao, Mr. Andrew Kefer, Mr. Thomas Hylton, Mrs. Kimberly Stilwell 
and Mrs. Polly Weand.   Absent: Mrs. Amy Bathurst Francis and Mr. Ronald Williams.  Also present 
were Substitute Board Secretary, Mrs. Penny O’Donnell; Director of Human Resources, Mr. Stephen 
Rodriguez; Solicitor, Mr. Stephen Kalis; Student Representatives, Miss Katrina Belmontes and Mr. 
Gary Wise; Dr. Jeffrey Hartmann, Ms. Pamela Bateson, Mrs. Erin Schwenk, Mr. Leroy Merkel, Mr. 
Matthew Moyer, Mrs. Danielle McCoy, Mr. William Jeffreys, Mrs. Lindi Vollmuth, Mr. John 
Armato, members of the press, and interested citizens. 
  
Mr. Williams entered the meeting 7:38 pm.  
 

 
STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES:  OATH OF OFFICE 

Mrs. Zahora presented the following appointed junior student representatives to Judge Palladino who 
administered the Oath of Office:  Kera Chestnut and Emanuel Wilkerson 
 

 
PRESENTATIONS 

 
Mr. Merkel gave a Power Point update on the Community Eligibility Program.  He was pleased to  
Food Service 

report that the program is working.  Participation in the program is high. The Meal Revenue vs.  
Subsidy is currently showing an increase in revenue of approximately $1,184.  The total subsidy for 
2014-2015 could be higher than anticipated.  Some challenges with the program at the elementary 
level are improving participation in breakfast and the ability to try new things while staying within 
the nutritional requirements as outlined by the government. Mr. Merkel was pleased to report that 
the salad bar is a big hit utilizing fresh produce and the deli sandwiches are also a popular item.  
 

Dr. Forrest spoke about three topics of interest.  The Alumni Gallery held a grand opening on 
Saturday, October 18th in conjunction with the Homecoming Football game.  The purpose of  

Foundation for Pottstown Education 

the gallery is to celebrate the history of the Pottstown School District.  She was pleased to announce 
the Philadelphia Harmonic Orchestra will be conducting two concerts for the students on October 24th 
and a concert for the public on Saturday, October 25th.   Dr. Forrest reported that the district now 
has a total of 23 students enrolled in the Early College Program.  Students from the 2015 and 2016 
graduating classes spoke about the classes they take and the many benefits of participating in the 
program.  The program has allowed them to still participate in school activities while also teaching 
them time-management and perseverance.  They thanked the Board for providing them with the  
opportunity to achieve a college education.   
 

 
APPROVAL OF  MINUTES 

Mrs. O’Donnell presented the minutes from the Committee of the Whole meeting held on September 
18, 2014 and the minutes from the Regular Board meeting held on the September 22, 2014 for Board 
approval.  
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It was moved by Mr. Hylton and seconded by Mr. Williams that the minutes be approved as 
presented. 
 
All members present were in favor.  None opposed.  Ayes:  Eight.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  One. 
 

 
LIST OF BILLS 

It was moved by Ms. Bacallao and seconded by Mr. Kefer that the list of bills paid from the various 
funds for the period of September 1, 2014 to September 30, 2014 be approved as presented and a 
copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as Addendum #2014-2015-022. 
 
All members were in favor.  None opposed.   Ayes:  Eight.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  One. Motion 
carried.     
 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

It was moved by Ms. Bacallao and seconded by Mr. Williams that the Treasurer’s Report for August 
2014 and September 2014 be approved and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as Addendum 
#2014-2015-023.   
 
All members present voted aye. None opposed.  Ayes:  Eight.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  One. Motion 
carried.      
 

 
HEARINGS FROM THE PATRONS OF THE SCHOOLS 

Diana Stitt, Middle School PTO, presented a check to the Save the Lights Fundraiser in the amount of 
$2,050.   
 

 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT ITEMS 

It was moved by Mr. Hylton and seconded by Mr. Kefer that the following consent items be 
approved in accordance with Policy 1120, as recommended by the Superintendent of Schools: 
 

 
Rate Schedule for Substitute Support Staff 

The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the rate schedule for substitute support staff as  
presented and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as Addendum #2014-2015-024. 
 

 
New Positions 

8 to 12 Temporary Part-time Kindergarten Classroom Assistants,  for up to 4 hours/day, $13.65/hr., 
no benefits, (not to exceed $37,500) funding through Ready to Learn Grant.   

Classified 
 

 

 
Resignations/Terminations 

 
Professional 

Correction to Stefanie George, Secondary Teacher, Pottstown Middle School, resignation effective 
October 3, 2014 (previously approved as November 12, 2014). 
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Classified 

Ratify Earlie M. Hardy, Classroom Assistant, 21st Century Program, Pottstown Middle School, 
termination due to end of assignment. 
 
Ratify Karen Y. Lee, Classroom Assistant, Lincoln Elementary, resignation effective October 8, 
2014, employed since August 22, 2007. 
 
Ratify Michael Gratzinger, Substitute Custodian, termination effective October 1, 2014 due to no 
activity since employment, November 27, 2012. 
 
Ratify Barry Myers, Substitute Custodian/Housekeeper, termination effective October 1, 2014 due to 
no activity since 2012, employed since November 7, 2011.  
 
Ratify Gail Beasley, Substitute Lunch Proctor, resignation effective October 15, 2014, employed 
since February 15, 2011. 
 
Ratify Charles Charlton, Part-time Van Driver, resignation effective October 14, 2014, employed 
since August 25, 2008. 
 
Ratify Patricia Charlton, Part-time Van Driver, resignation effective October 14, 2014, employed 
since April 14, 2009. 
 
Leaves
 

: 

    
Administrative 

Erin Schwenk, Supervisor of Special Education, Elementary, request for Childbearing/Childrearing 
leave of absence covered by Family Medical Leave Act, anticipated effective date to be March 6, 
2015, end date tbd. 
 
Pamela Bateson, Director of Special Education and Student Services, request for intermittent leave of 
absence covered by Family Medical  Leave Act, effective November 1, 2014, end date tbd.   
 
Professional
 

  

Ratify Jane Thompson, Elementary Teacher, Lincoln Elementary, request for leave of absence 
covered by Family Medical Leave Act, effective date September 26, 2014, end date tbd. 
 
Ratify Megan Penrice, Secondary Teacher, Pottstown High School, request for Childbearing/ 
Childrearing leave of Absence, covered by the Family Medical  Leave Act, effective September 22, 
2014, anticipated end date to be August 25, 2015.      
 

 
Classified 

Ratify Lori Schirk, Secondary Secretary, Pottstown Middle School, request for leave of absence 
covered by Family Medical Leave Act, anticipated effective date October 1, 2014, end date tbd. 
 
Ratify Abbey Yeager, Classroom Assistant, Pottstown High School, request for leave of absence 
covered by Family Medical Leave Act, effective date September 19, 2014, end date tbd. 
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Carla Kulb, Instructional Aide, Barth Elementary, request for Childbearing leave of absence, covered 
by the Family Medical Leave Act, anticipated effective date of January 13, 2015, end date tbd. 
 
Randall Krause, Master Maintenance Mechanic, request for leave of absence covered by Family 
Medical Leave Act, effective date October 21, 2014, end date tbd. 
 
Mitchell Milanek, Master Maintenance Mechanic, request for leave of absence covered by Family 
Medical Leave Act, effective date October 28, 2014, end date tbd.   
 
Modify Diane Nash, Executive Secretary, request for leave of absence covered by Family Medical 
Leave Act from effective date of October 6, 2014 to anticipated effective date of October 27, 2014, 
end date tbd.    
  
Change in Position and/or Salary
 

:    

 
Administrative 

Erin Schwenk, Supervisor of Special Education, Elementary, from full-time to 50% status starting at 
the end of Family Medical Leave, end date to be no later than August 14, 2015.  
 

 
Classified 

Ratify Andera Kulp from Substitute Cafeteria Worker to Part-time Cafeteria Worker, effective 
September 29, 2014, $11.87/hr. (replaces Mary Bodtke). 
 
Ratify Heather Galster from Part-time Kindergarten Assistant and Part-time Lunch Proctor to 
Temporary Classroom Assistant, Barth Elementary, effective October 13, 2014, $13.65/hr.  
 
 
 
Elections: 

 
Professional 

Ratify Nicole Ryals, Secondary Special Education Teacher, Pottstown Middle School, effective 
September 29, 2014, $49,767/yr, Step A M+30, (replaces Laura Angstadt). 
 
Ratify Alex Diehl, Secondary Teacher, Pottstown Middle School, effective October 1, 2014, 
$43,768/yr, Step A-Bach, (replaces Stephanie George).  
 

 
Classified 

Ratify Margaret Blank, Substitute Support Staff, effective October 1, 2014, hourly rate per schedule.  
 
Ratify Kay Pusicz, Substitute Support Staff, effective October 1, 2014, hourly rate per schedule.  
 
Ratify Sue Mock, Substitute Proctor, effective September 2, 2014,  Substitute Lunch Proctor, 
$11.74/hr and Substitute Breakfast Proctor, $13.01/hr. This is in addition to her role as Substitute 
Secretary.  
 
Zachery Hill, Temporary Classroom Assistant, Rupert Elementary, effective October 20, 2014, 
$13.65/hr.  
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Traci Wasylkowski, Temporary Classroom Assistant, Lincoln Elementary, effective October 20, 
2014, $13.65/hr.  
   

 
Home Instruction, $29/hour  

Ratify Marilyn Bainbridge, Pottstown High School, from September 12, 2014 through October 31, 
2014, assignment not to exceed 5 hours per week.  
 
Ratify Theresa Dundon, Pottstown High School, from September 23, 2014 through October 31, 2014, 
assignment not to exceed 5 hours per week.  
 
Additions to 2014-2015 Support Staff Salaries (board approved on 
 

 June 23, 2014)   

The Superintend recommends the Board approve the 2014-2015 Support Staff Salary additions as  
presented and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as Addendum #2014-2015-025.  
 
 
 
2014-2015 Co-Curricular Assignments: Winter Sports 

BLDG 
PROFESSIONAL AGREEMENT 
                CATEGORY EMPLOYEE LEVEL  STIPEND  

HS Basketball/Boys - Asst. Coach TBD   
HS Basketball/Boys - Head Coach Cal Benfield 3  $     6,257.00  
HS Basketball/Girls - Asst. Coach Terry Lee Wade 4  $     4,598.00  
HS Basketball/Girls - Head Coach Christopher Jackson 3  $     6,257.00  
HS Cheerleading Christina Weiss   3  $       910.50  
HS Strength & Conditioning  (1/2) Desiree Gaunt No Level $       523.75   
HS Strength & Conditioning  (1/2) Gary Allan No Level $       523.75 
HS Wrestling - Asst. Coach Steve Anspach 3  $     4,380.00  
HS Wrestling - Asst. Coach Thomas Daniels(1/3stipend   $     1,606.33  
HS Wrestling - Asst. Coach John Armato (1/3 stipend) 5  $     1,606.33  
HS Wrestling - Asst. Coach Ryan Michaels (1/3stipend)   $     1,606.33  
HS Wrestling - Head Coach Brad Bechtel 3  $     6,257.00  
MS Basketball/Boys - Asst. Coach Stanley Walerski 3  $     2,627.00  
MS Basketball/Boys - Head Coach Jason Bergey 3  $     3,854.00  

MS 
Basketball/Boys - Head 
Coach/Freshman Levert Hughes 4  $     4,047.00  

MS Basketball/Girls - Asst. Coach Hiliary Tutrani  3  $     2,627.00  
MS Basketball/Girls - Head Coach TBD    
MS Cheerleading Janel Worner  1  $       415.00  
MS Wrestling - Asst. Coach Jeff Schloth 2  $     2,264.00  
MS Wrestling - Head Coach Dave Roberts 3  $     3,854.00  

 
2014/2015 Winter Sports:  Event/ Game Manager
 

  

Matt Blute    $1,000  Jacob Bean     $1,000  
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2014-2015 Co-Curricular Volunteers 

 
Horizontal Salary Movement

 

:  (note: SPE Column denotes salaries that receive the $400 Special 
Education Stipend in addition to their base salary) 

 
Tuition Reimbursement 

 
Professional  

     
     
     
     
     
    
       
 
      

Co-Curricular Activity Names:  

HS Baseball: Todd Endy Ron Reinhart Cameron Haines  
HS Cross Country: Steve Oliver Jane Thompson   
HS Girls Lacrosse:  Jake Porter Kelsey Shumaker   
HS Girls Soccer: Megan Penrice    
HS Softball: Scott Swinehart Kevin McCrone Jackie Mathias Beth Morello 
HS Track: Tom Oswald    
MS Football: Mike Weber Anthony Wiggins   
MS/HS Basketball: Brittany Sanford    
Band Van Drivers: John Mutter Kevin Owens Joseph Cambell Eugene Lafferty 
 Philip Vontor J. Paul Kolbmann Lonnie Kratzer  

lname fname bldg from Step old salary SPE to step new salary SPE 

14/15 Sal 
including 
SPE 

Harner Jaclyn HS B 4.82 45054 400 B+15 4.82 45770 400 46170 
Shoffstall Diane HS B 1.17 43815 

 
B+15 1.17 44440 

 
44440 

Pascal  Kevin HS B+15 5 45850 
 

M 5 47563 
 

47563 
Simpson Thomas MS B 1 43768 

 
B+15 1 44397 

 
44397 

Dierolf Sarah MS B+15 2 44651 
 

M 2 46254 
 

46254 
Blair-Miller Evelyne Franklin B+15 2 44651 

 
M 2 46254 

 
46254 

Hoshaw Lori Lincoln M 10.41 52382 
 

M+15 10.41 54078 
 

54078 
Ferster Allen Rupert M 2 46254 

 
M+15 2 48262 

 
48262 

Schleicher Denise Lincoln M 10 51760 
 

M+15 10 53367 
 

53367 
Freese Lori Franklin M+15 22.5 86896 

 
M+30 22.5 89152 

 
89152 

Stout Darla Franklin M+15 2 48262 
 

M+30 2 49853 
 

49853 
Decker Robert HS M+15 14 68608 

 
M+30 14 75971 

 
75971 

Borusiewicz Desiree HS M B 45940 
 

M+15 B 47914 
 

47914 

Name School 09/30/14 deadline 
Diane Shoffstall PHS 1,386.00 
Bradley Mayberry Barth 1,065.00 
Laura Wise PHS 870.00 
John Martin PMS 2,538.00 
Maxwell Donnelly PMS 1,470.00 
Dennis Arms PHS 1,326.00 
Helen Bowers PHS 1,326.00 
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Support Staff 

 
 
 

 
PROFESSIONAL LEAVES 

  

 - Mr. Rodriguez 

 
POLICIES  

The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the following policies as presented and copies be 
filed in the Secretary’s office as Addendum #2014-2015-026. 

   

 
CONTRACTS 

The Superintendent recommends the Board approve/ratify the following contracts as presented and 
copies be filed in the Secretary’s office as Addendum#2014-2015-027. 
 
1.  The Devereux Foundation   6.  MOU:  Art Fusion 19464 
2.  The Devereux Foundation          7.  MOU: CrossFit 
3.  Wordsworth Academy   8.  MOU: Cohort 6A  
4.  Foundation: Life Works    9.  MOU: Steel River Playhouse 
5.  MCIU: Title I              10. MOU:  YWCA 
 
FRANKLIN, LINCOLN AND RUPERT ELEMENTARY PROJECT CHANGE ORDERS
 

   

The Facilities Committee recommends the Board approve the Franklin, Lincoln and Rupert 
Elementary Renovations Project change orders as presented and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s 
office as Addendum #2014-2015-028.  
 

 
RESOLUTION TO LIMIT SCHOOL DISTRICT PROPERTY TAX INCREASE 

The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the resolution for the 2015-2016 budget to 
remain at or below the Act 1 index as presented and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as 
Addendum #2014-2015-029.  
 
RUPERT SEWER LINE REPLACEMENT
 

  

The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the Rupert sewer line replacement change 
order as presented and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as Addendum #2014-2015-030.  

Name Building  Amount 
Gina Griffin PHS 1,860.00 
Pauline Herrett PHS 1,980.00 

Bldg  Name Conference Title Conference 
Location 

Dates to 
Attend  

Cost 

PHS Danielle McCoy 
Jacquelyn Mathias 
Gary Allan 
Michaela Johnson 
Kevin Pascal 

Integrated Learning 
Conference 

State College, 
PA 

11/5/2014-
11/7/2014 

$564.00 
$350.00 
$459.00 
$349.00 
$459.00 

Barth Vanessa Unger-Haydinger WIDA Can Do Event Rosemont, IL 11/12/2014-
11/14/2014 

$0.00 

1. 112: Guidance Counseling 3. 251: Homeless Students 
2. 216: Student Records 4. 325: Dress and Grooming 
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Upon roll call, all members present voted aye for the above mentioned consent items.   
Ayes:  Eight.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  One.  Motion carried.     
 

 
NON-CONSENT 

 
PROFESSIONAL LEAVE 

The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the following professional leave: 

 
Upon roll call vote, all members vote aye:  Ayes:  Eight.  Nays:  None.   Absent:  One.  Motion 
carried. 
 

 
INFORMATION  

1.  Monthly Meeting Notice: October 2014 
2.  Invitation: Early Childhood Education Community Innovation Zone Grant Press Even 
 

 
FEDERATION REMARKS 

Mrs. Vollmuth stated it is always exciting to hear what the Foundation for Pottstown Education is 
doing for the students. 
 
ROUND TABLE
 

  

Mr. Rodriguez thanked the Board for their patience with putting the agendas together in the absence 
of the Superintendent.  
 
Mrs. Stilwell stated it was an honor to hear from the students about their experiences in the Early 
College Program.   
 
Mr. William stated he was pleased to meet some of the alumni and hear about their accomplishments.  
He was impressed with the Homecoming events and seeing Mr. Wise’s participation in his dual role 
as football player and Homecoming King.   
 
Mrs. Weand enjoyed the Alumni and Homecoming events that took place on Saturday.  It was heart 
warming to see so many of the alumni attend the events.  
 
Mr. Kefer congratulated the Early College students on their accomplishments and thanked Dr. Forrest 
for her efforts to provide educational programs to the students of Pottstown. 
 
Ms. Belmontes congratulated the Junior Student Board Representatives and the students of the Early  
College Program. 
 

Bldg  Name Conference Title Conference 
Location 

Dates to 
Attend  

Cost 

Admin Erin Schwenk 
William Jeffreys 
Pamela Bateson 

Eastern Pennsylvania 
Special Education 
Administrators 
Conference 

Hershey, PA 10/29/2014-
10/31/2014 

-$494.00 
-$494.00 
-$594.00 
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