POTTSTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
JUNE 1, 2015

The Regular Meeting of the Board of School Directors of the Pottstown School District was held on
Monday, June 1, 2015 at 7:30 PM in the Cafeteria of the Pottstown High School with President Mrs.
Judyth Zahora presiding. Upon roll call, the following members were present: Mr. Thomas Hylton
Mrs. Kimberly Stilwell, Mrs. Polly Weand and Mr. Ron Williams. Absent were: Mrs. Amy Bathurst
Francis, Ms. Katina Bearden, Ms. Mary-Beth Bacallao, and Mr. Andrew Kefer. Also present were
Superintendent, Dr. Jeffrey Sparagana; Board Secretary, Mrs. Linda S. Adams; Director of Human
Resources, Mr. Stephen Rodriguez; Solicitor, Mr. Stephen Kalis; Student Representatives, Mr.
Emanuel Wilkerson and Ms. Katrina Belmontes; Dr. Hartmann, Mrs. Danielle McCoy, Mrs. Gail
Cooper, Mr. David Todd, Mr. Matthew Boyer, Mr. Matthew Moyer, Mrs. Calista Boyer, Mr. Kevin
Downes, Mr. Ryan Oxenford, Mrs. Lindi Vollmuth, Mr. Robert Decker, Mr. John Armato, members
of the press, and interested citizens.

AWARDS

JROTC Distinguished Unit Award

Dr. Sparagana recognized the Pottstown School District JROTC with the Distinguished Unit Award.
Mrs. Zahora and Dr. Sparagana presented the award to Colonel Porter and the JROTC Cadets.

Video Ray

Dr. Sparagana presented a certificate of appreciation to Mr. John Vestri, Operations Vice President of
VideoRay. He thanked VideoRay for their support of the STEAM initiative, the development of our
robotics team and their involvement with the Big Brothers/Big Sisters program.

Ms. Bearden entered the meeting at 7:37 pm.

Teacher of the Year

Mr. Stephen Rodriguez introduced the honorees for the Teacher of the Year Award. Dr. Sparagana
and Mrs. Zahora presented each honoree with a framed award certificate.

Elizabeth B. Barth Elementary School: Mary Ellen Lammey
Franklin Elementary School: Tina Ludy

Lincoln Elementary School: Karen Seemann
Rupert Elementary School: Christine Fiorillo
Pottstown Middle School 5"/6™ : Aaron Torrence
Pottstown Middle School 7"/8™: John Martin
Pottstown High School: Scott Braunsburg

Dr. Sparagana announced the recipient of the 2014-2015 District Teacher of the Year Award.
Dr. Sparagana and Mrs. Zahora presented the winner with a plaque.

Pottstown Teacher of Year: Mary Ellen Lammey

The Board took a short recess to congratulate the teachers and staff.
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PRESENTATION

Fair Funding Formula Advocacy Update

Mrs. Roxie Woloszyn, Pennsylvania Council for Children and Youth (PCCY), gave a history

of the state-wide campaign for a predictable fair funding formula. Supporters of this campaign
consist of approximately 50 organizations within the state. She encouraged people to work with the
campaign. The PCCY has flyers for the June trip to Harrisburg and postcards to send to legislators.
Elected officials are interested in hearing individual stories of why fair funding is needed.

AP History Trip to ltaly

Mr. Caldwell gave a Power Point presentation of the AP History Trip to Italy. Fifteen students
participated in the trip. Students Jenna Endy and Vaughn Bertoti spoke about their experiences.

Foundation for Pottstown Education

Dr. Myra Forrest gave an overview of this year’s initiatives and accomplishments.

o The Philharmonic Orchestra performed 2 concerts as part of the Foundation’s Arts initiative.

o The Harlem Wizards Basketball Fundraiser sold 1,800 tickets. Lincoln Elementary and the
Middle School sold the most tickets for elementary and secondary buildings.

o STEM Grant: $450,000 for a 3yr. period (2013 to 2016), including the NASA Summer
Camp.

o Alumni Gallery is finished. The funding goal was $50,000; funds to date: $37,121.

o National Penn Investment Services provide a minimum 6% return for approximately
$25,000/yr.

o Funds given to schools to support the Libraries and Student Activity Funds

o Early College Program: program provided $45,000 this year; 9 high school seniors graduating
including completing a college freshman year. The high school seniors introduced
themselves, spoke about their accomplishments and goals. Students thanked Dr. Forrest, Mrs.
Danielle McCoy and the Board for the opportunity to participate in the program.

Dr. Forrest presented each student with a certificate of completion.
Dr. Forrest announced to the Board she will be retiring from her role as Executive Director of the
Foundation for Pottstown Education on September 11, 2015. The Foundation has begun the process

to fill the position of Executive Director.

Mrs. Zahora thanked Dr. Forrest for bringing the Foundation to what it is today, helping to provide a
meaningful education for students.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mrs. Adams presented the minutes from the Committee of the Whole meeting held on April 23, 2015
and the Regular Board meeting held on April 27, 2015 for Board approval.

It was moved by Mr. Hylton and seconded by Mr. Williams that the minutes be approved as
presented.

All members present were in favor. None opposed. Ayes: Six. Nays: None. Absent: Three
Motion carried.
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LIST OF BILLS

It was moved Mr. Hylton and seconded by Mrs. Stilwell that the list of bills paid from the various
funds for the period of April 2015 be approved as presented and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s
office as Addendum #2014-2015-079.

All members present were in favor. None opposed. Ayes: Six. Nays: None. Absent: Three.
Motion carried.

TREASURER'’S REPORT

It was moved by Mr. Hylton and seconded by Mrs. Stilwell that the Treasurer’s Report for April
2015 be approved and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as Addendum #2014-2015-080.

All members present were in favor. None opposed. Ayes: Six. Nays: None. Absent: Three.
Motion carried.

HEARINGS FROM THE PATRONS OF THE SCHOOLS

None.

APPROVAL OF CONSENT ITEMS

It was moved by Mr. Hylton and seconded by Mrs. Stilwell that the following consent items be
approved in accordance with Policy 005, as recommended by the Superintendent of Schools:

PERSONNEL

Resignations/Terminations

Administrative

Penny O’Donnell, Assistant Business Office Manager, resignation for the purpose of retirement,
effective December 31, 2015, employed since July 10, 2006.

Gail Cooper, Principal, Pottstown Middle School, resignation for the purpose of retirement, effective
August 18, 2015, employed since May 18, 2006.

Professional

Storm Wilson, Secondary Teacher, Pottstown Middle School, resignation effective June 18, 2015,
employed since August 21, 2008.

George Lorenson, Secondary Teacher, Pottstown High School, resignation effective July 3, 2015,
employed since August 23, 2006.

Amanda Langdon, Elementary Teacher, Barth Elementary, resignation effective June 30, 2015,
employed since June 15, 2007.
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Classified

Ratify Kimberly Retner, Substitute Clerk, Substitute Breakfast Aide and Substitute Playground Aide,
resignation effective May 13, 2015.

Ratify Tara Duncan, Classroom Assistant, Pottstown Middle School, resignation effective May 13,
2015, employed since August 27, 2012.

Ratify Jennifer Bowen, Substitute Support Staff, resignation effective May 27, 2015.

Leaves
Professional

Gina High, Elementary Teacher, Franklin Elementary, request for childbearing/childrearing leave of
absence covered by Family Medical Leave Act, anticipated effective date August 28, 2015, end date
thd.

Ratify Andrea Roberts, Secondary Teacher, Pottstown Middle School, request for Childbearing leave
of absence covered by Family Medical Leave Act, anticipated effective date May 8, 2015, end date
thd.

Ratify Lauren Himmelrich, Elementary Teacher, Pottstown Middle School, request for leave of
absence covered by Family Medical Leave Act, anticipated effective date May 18, 2015, end date
thd.

Rita Burkhimer, Secondary Teacher, Pottstown Middle School, request for leave of absence covered
by Family Medical Leave Act, effective June 4, 2015, end date tbd.

Ratify Lori Hoshaw, Elementary Teacher, Lincoln Elementary, request for intermittent leave of
absence covered by Family Medical Leave Act, effective April 13, 2015, end date thd.

Change in Position and/or Salary:

Classified

Tiana James, from Substitute Support Staff to Temporary Part-time Classroom Assistant, Franklin
Elementary, effective June 1, 2015, end date June 18, 2015, 4 hrs/day, $13.65/hr. Upon completion of
assignment, she will assume the role of Substitute Support Staff.

David Willman, from Substitute Support Staff to Custodian I, Pottstown Middle School, effective
June 22, 2015, $15.07/hr.

Election(s)

Classified

Ratify Cheryl O’Connor, Temporary Part-time Nurse, Pottstown Middle School, effective May 12,
2015, 4 hrs/day, $21.25/hr (replaces Maryellen Wynne).

Ratify Anika Watkins-Frazier, Substitute Support Staff, effective May 15, 2015, hourly rate per
schedule.
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Homebound Instruction, $29/hour

Ratify Nicole Ryals, Pottstown Middle School, from April 23, 2015, through October 31, 2015,
assignment not to exceed 5 hours per week.

Ratify Darla Stout, Franklin Elementary, from May 7, 2015 through June 18, 2015, assignment not to
exceed 5 hour per week.

Tuition Reimbursement

Act 93
Name Building Date Amount
Diane Meck Admin 06-01-2015 $1,334.00

PROFESSIONAL LEAVES

Bldg Name Conference Title Location Dates to attend Cost
Lincoln Patricia DeWald PSSA New Item Harrisburg, PA  6/15/2015- $1,209.82
Review: Mathematics 6/18/2015 paid by PDE
Grade 3-8
CONTRACT(S)

The Superintendent recommends the Board approve/ratify the following contracts as presented and
copies be filed in the Secretary’s office as Addendum #2014-2015-081.

1. Camphill Special School 8. The Pathway School

2. Camphill Special School 9. Melmark, Inc.

3. Invo Healthcare Assoc. 10. Melmark, Inc.

4, Invo Healthcare Assoc. 11. Melmark, Inc.

5. Hogan Learning Academy 12. The Timothy School

6. NHS Pennysvlania School 13. Simplex Grinnel

7. The Pathway School 14. MOU: Family Services

DESIGNATION OF DEPOSITORIES

The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the financial institutions as the depositories
for the school district’s funds for the 2015-2016 school year as presented and a copy be filed in the
Secretary’s office as Addendum #2014-2015-082.

2015 HOMESTEAD/FARMSTEAD EXCLUSION RESOLUTION

The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the 2015 Homestead and Farmstead Exclusion
Resolution as presented and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as Addendum #2014-2015-083.

STUDENT ACCIDENT INSURANCE

The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the student accident insurance coverage for
the 2015-2016 school year to be placed with Ace American Insurance Company through American
Management Advisors as the plan administrator. Said coverage should have the following rates
(prices listed below reflect no change over the 2014-2015 prices):

School Time: $36.00 / 24 Hour Coverage: $130.00 / Dental: $8.50
Football Insurance Coverage: $60 per player
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Upon roll call, all members present voted aye for the above mentioned consent items.
Ayes: Six. Nays: None. Absent: Three. Motion carried.

NON-CONSENT

ELECTION OF TREASURER

In accordance with Section 404 of the School Code, the Board shall annually elect a Treasurer to

serve for one year beginning the first day of July following such an election. The Treasurer’s term
shall run from July 1, 2015 to June 30, 2016.

Mrs. Zahora opened the floor for nominations for Board Treasurer.
Mr. Hylton nominated Ms. Bacallao. Mr. Williams seconded the nomination.

Upon roll call, all members present voted aye for Ms. Bacallao as Board Treasurer. Ayes: Six.
Nays: None. Absent: Three. Motion carried. Ms. Bacallao was declared Treasurer

INFORMATION

1. Rupert Elementary Visit

FEDERATION REMARKS

Mr. Decker thanked the Board and Administration for allowing the Teacher of the Year celebration.
It is a great opportunity for the teachers to hear what their peers think of them and to celebrate with
their families and fellow teachers.

ROUND TABLE

Mr. Rodriguez — no comment.
Mrs. Stilwell — no comment.

Mr. Williams acknowledged Larry Paige, Martha Stewart, Shirley Clark Franklin, Larry Finn, and
Rachel Maddow as public school graduates. He is proud to be a public school graduate..

Mrs. Weand — no comment.

Ms. Belmontes congratulated the teachers. She thanked the Board for her certificate of service. “It
has been an honor to serve on the school board”.

Mr. Wilkerson thanked the teachers for their dedication.
Mr. Hylton — no comment.

Ms. Bearden — no comment.
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Dr. Sparagana reminded the Board of upcoming events. He asked the Board Members to complete
and return the governance survey. Dr. Sparagana congratulated the teacher nominees and the
recipients’ of the teacher awards.

Mrs. Zahora stated the Board is very proud of the teachers and students. She announced there will be
an executive session following tonight’s meeting for the purpose of negotiations.

ADJOURNMENT

It was moved by Mr. Hylton and seconded by Mr. Williams that the Board adjourns. None opposed.
Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 9:01 pm.

EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR THE PURPOSE OF NEGOTIATIONS

o %7

Linda S. Adams
Board Secretary
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