
69 
1-29-2015 minutes 

POTTSTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

January 29, 2015 
 

 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Board of School Directors of the Pottstown School District was held  

on Thursday, January 29, 2015 at 7:30 PM in the All Purpose Room of Rupert Elementary with 

President Mrs. Judyth Zahora presiding.  Upon roll call, the following members were present:  

Ms. Mary-Beth Bacallao, Ms. Katina Bearden, Mrs. Amy Bathurst Francis, Mr. Thomas Hylton,  

Mr. Andrew Kefer, Mrs. Kimberly Stilwell, and Mr. Ron Williams.  Absent was Mrs. Polly Weand.  

Also present were Superintendent, Dr. Jeffrey Sparagana; Board Secretary, Mrs. Linda S. Adams; 

Director of Human Resources Stephen Rodriguez, Student Representative, Ms. Kera Chestnut; Mrs. 

Lindi Vollmuth, Mr. John Armato, members of the press, and interested citizens. 

 

  

AWARD 

 

School Board of Directors Recognition  

Dr. Sparagana presented certificates to all Board members in recognition of their service and 

dedication to the Pottstown School District. 

 

COMMUNICATION 

 

Barth: Letter of Recognition 

Dr. Sparagana read a letter from the grandparents of a Barth student thanking the teachers 

for providing a caring and educational environment for the students.   

 

APPROVAL OF  MINUTES 

 

Mrs. Adams presented the minutes from the Regular Board meeting held on December 18, 2014 for 

Board approval.  

 

It was moved by Mr. Hylton and seconded by Mr. Williams that the minutes be approved as 

presented. 
 

All members present were in favor.  None opposed.  Ayes:  Eight.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  One. 

Motion carried. 

 

 

LIST OF BILLS 
 

It was moved by Ms. Bacallao and seconded by Mr. Kefer that the list of bills paid from the various 

funds for the period of December 2014 be approved as presented and a copy be filed in the 

Secretary’s office as Addendum #2014-2015-045. 
 

All members were in favor.  None opposed.   Ayes:  Eight.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  One. 

Motion carried. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

It was moved by Ms. Bacallao and seconded by Mr. Kefer that the Treasurer’s Report for December 

2014 be approved and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as Addendum #2014-2015-046. 
 

All members present voted aye. None opposed.  Ayes:  Six.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Three. 

Motion carried. 

 

HEARINGS FROM THE PATRONS OF THE SCHOOLS 
 

None.  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

None. 

 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT ITEMS 
 

It was moved by Mr. Kefer and seconded by Mr. Hylton that the following consent items be 

approved in accordance with Policy 1120, as recommended by the Superintendent of Schools: 

  

Resignations/Terminations 

 

Professional 

 

Mary Anderson, Librarian/Library Assistant, Barth Elementary, resignation effective on March 21, 

2015 or until the position is filled, employed since September 6, 2013.  

 

Classified 

 

Ratify Chad McAllister, Substitute Van/Driver/Substitute Van Aide, resignation effective December 

30, 2014, employed since February 27, 2012.  

 

Ratify Rosellina Evans, Cafeteria Manager, Pottstown Middle School, resignation effective January 

13, 2015, employed since August 1, 1998. 

 

Ratify Kristina DiCampello, Part-time Lunch Aide/Proctor, Franklin Elementary, resignation 

effective January 16, 2015, employed since September 24, 2012.   

 

2014-2015 Co-Curricular Assignment 
 

Ratify Benjamin Hayes, Assistant Band Director, Pottstown High School, resignation effect January 

15, 2015. 

 

Leaves 

 

Professional 
 

Laureen Gresko, Elementary Teacher, Rupert Elementary, request for leave of absence covered by 

Family Medical Leave Act, effective February 24, 2015, end date tbd. 
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Andrea Roberts, Secondary Teacher, Pottstown Middle School, request for Childbearing leave of 

absence covered by Family Medical Leave Act, effective May 11, 2015, end date tbd.  

 

Cynthia Ziegler, Secondary Teacher, Pottstown Middle School, request for Childbearing leave of 

absence covered by Family Medical Leave Act, anticipated effective date April 29, 2015, end date 

tbd. 

 

Lauren Himmelrich, Elementary Teacher, Pottstown Middle School, request for leave of absence 

covered by Family Medical Leave Act, effective date May 13, 2015, end date tbd.  

 

Maureen Parry, Secondary Teacher, Pottstown High School, request for leave of absence covered by 

Family Medical Leave Act, effective February 2, 2015, end date tbd.   

 

Classified 

 

Cindy Smith, Clerk Typist, Pottstown High School, request for leave of absence covered by Family 

Medical Leave Act, effective January 26, 2015, end date tbd. 

 

Ratify Ray Golden, Custodian, Rupert Elementary, request for leave of absence covered by Family 

Medical Leave Act, effective January 21, 2015, end date tbd.  

 

Change in Position and/or Salary 

 

Classified 
 

Ratify Kristine Yonas from Substitute School Nurse to School Nurse, effective January 5, 2015,  7 

hrs/day, $24/hr (replaces Gemma Patton). 

 

Elections 
 

Professional 
 

Ratify Kalena Pippert, Long Term Substitute Teacher, Rupert Elementary, effective January 22, 

2015, end date to be end of 2014-2015 school year, $194/day (coverage for Brittany Oxenford). 

 

Classified 

 

All support staff substitutes hired prior to October 20th, 2014 to work any support staff substitute 

position and be compensated according to the approved substitute  support staff hourly schedule 

rate retroactive to October 20, 2014.    

 

Ratify Kathy Cook, Temporary Part-time Kindergarten Assistant, Barth Elementary, effective 

January 7, 2015, end date to be end of 2014-2015 school year, 4 hrs/day, $13.65/hr. 

 

Ratify Lorraine Ferraro, Temporary Part-time Kindergarten Assistant, Lincoln Elementary, effective 

January 7, 2015, end date to be end of 2014-2015 school year, 4 hrs/day, $13.65/hr. 

  

Ratify Lauren Raugh, Temporary Part-time Kindergarten Assistant, Rupert Elementary, effective 

January 7, 2015, end date to be end of 2014-2015 school year, 4 hrs/day, $13.65/hr. 
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Ratify Shaana Ramseur, Temporary Part-time Kindergarten Assistant, Franklin Elementary, effective 

January 7, 2015, end date to be end of 2014-2015 schoolyear, 4 hrs/day, $13.65/hr. 

 

Ratify Linda Noecker, Temporary Part-time Kindergarten Assistant, Lincoln Elementary, effective 

January 7, 2015, end date to be end of 2014-2015 school year, 4 hrs/day, $13.65/hr. 
 

Ratify Sharon Gery, Student Proctor, Barth Elementary, effective January 6, 2015, 2 hrs/day, 

#11.74/hr (replace Melissa Helmick).  
    

Ratify Tenisha Washington, Cafeteria Worker, Pottstown High School, effective January 12, 2015, 4 

hrs/day, $11.87/hr (replace Norma Diane Wise). 
 

Ratify Frances Jefferis, Substitute Support Staff, effective January 12, 2015, hourly rate per schedule.   
 

Ratify Leslie Hernandez, Substitute Support Staff, effective January 12, 2015, hourly rate per 

schedule.   
 

Mentor Assignments  
 

2014-2015 Mentors:  

Bldg Mentor New Teacher Stipend 

High School Dennis Arms David Woodley $523.50 

Middle School Jason Bergey Nicole Ryals $523.50 

High School Sarah Blaum Amanda Scholwinski $523.50 

Franklin Julie Cohen Bridget Baldwin $523.50 

Middle School Michael DiDonato Erin Bumbaugh $523.50 

Rupert Laureen Gresko Athena Singer/Procsal-LTS $261.75 

High School Jackie Harner Alyssa Elias $523.50 

High School Jake Porter Gary Allen $523.50 

Middle School Desiree Schwoyer Aaron Hinnershitz $523.50 

Middle School Aaron Torrence Victoria Redmond $523.50 

Middle School Stanley Walerski Mark Whitney $523.50 

Middle School Stanley Walerski Alex Diehl $523.50 

High School Beth Yoder Athena Singer/Procsal-LTS $261.75 

Middle School Dee Pettine Margaret Taraboletti $523.50 

 

2013-2014 Mentors: 

Bldg Mentor New Teacher Stipend 

Middle School  Angela Wagner Amanda High $523.50 

Lincoln Christopher Sperat Ann Mills-LTS $523.50 

High School Jefferey Delaney Jacob Bean-LTS $523.50 

Middle School Michael DiDonato Danielle Slotter/Lawrence $523.50 

High School William Parks Desiree Gaunt/Borusiewicz $523.50 

Middle School Kristen Ellis Elizabeth Rega $523.50 

Admin. Bldg Angela Spinozzi Elyse Miller/Herman $523.50 
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Addition to 2014-2015 Co-Curricular Volunteers: 

HS Wrestling:   James Tsakonas 
 

Additions to 2014-2015 Co-Curricular Assignments: Winter Sports  

Bldg. Professional Agreement Category  Employee Level  Stipend   

MS Basketball/Girls - Asst. Coach Erin Bumbaugh 1 $1,900.00 

 

2014-2015 Co-Curricular Assignments: Spring Sports 

Bldg. Professional Agreement Category Employee Level Stipend 

HS Baseball Head Coach Jeff Evans 4 $4,933.00  

HS Baseball Asst. Coach TBD         

HS Baseball Asst. Coach Geoff Thomas 3 $3,282.00  

HS Softball Head Coach Dorothy McCrone 3 $4,697.00  

HS Softball Asst. Coach Elisabeth Yoder 3 $3,282.00  

HS Lacrosse Head Coach Andy Bachman 5 $5,167.00  

HS Lacrosse Asst. Coach Brandy Scherer 3 $3,282.00  

HS Track Head Coach-Boys Mary Ann Hill 5 $5,167.00  

HS Track Head Coach-Girls Corri Speakman 1 $3,391.00  

HS Track Asst. Coach Mark Agnew 4 $3,447.00  

HS Track Asst. Coach Devin Barr 1      $2,374.00 

HS Tennis Head Coach-Boys Ricardo Saad 3 $3,469.00  

HS Strength Training - 2nd half of year Desiree Gaunt (1/2 stipend) No Level $523.75  

Middle School Ginger Angelo Geoffrey Thomas $523.50 

High School Dennis Arms Jacquelyn Mathias $523.50 

Rupert Shannon Wagner Jenni Kohl $523.50 

Franklin Cynthia Kuklinski Kayla Sabata $523.50 

Admin Krista Trainer Lauren Crean $523.50 

High School Kelly Smale LeeAnn McCullough $523.50 

Middle School Dee Pettine  Margaret Taraboletti $523.50 

Barth Kelli Wolfel Mary Anderson $261.75 

Barth Ted Freese Mary Anderson $261.75 

Barth Ann Marie McDonnell Matthea Mazzie $523.50 

Middle School Tracy Pasquale Matthew Blute-LTS $523.50 

Middle School Perry Augustine Michael Ishler $523.50 

Middle School Arden Moore Molly Lawless $523.50 

Middle School Stanley Walerski Nick Mitchell $523.50 

Franklin Jennifer Swenk Nicole Ewing $523.50 

Rupert Allen Ferster Nicole Leh $523.50 

High School Beth Yoder Kyle O’Neill $523.50 

Middle School Perry Augustine Richard Saylor $523.50 

Middle School Benjamin Hayes Robert Benton $523.50 

Middle School Angela Wagner Rocky McGinnis-LTS $523.50 

Franklin Tina Ludy Susan Hallman $523.50 

Rupert Rebecca Wyatt James Strohecker $290.83 

Rupert Laureen Gresko James Strohecker $232.67 

High School Sara Blaum Thomas Gilroy $523.50 
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HS Strength Training - 2nd half of year Gary Allan      (1/2 stipend) No Level $523.75  

MS Baseball Head Coach Dave Mabry 2 $2,421.00  

MS Baseball Asst. Coach TBD     

MS Lacrosse Head Coach Isetta Hewlett 5 $3,176.00  

MS Lacrosse Asst. Coach Katie Minger 3 $1,968.00  

MS Track Head Coach-Boys and Girls Stanley Walerski 3 $2,889.00  

MS Track Asst. Coach Jason Bergey 1 $1,425.00  

 

2014/2015 Spring Sports:  Event/ Game Manager 

Matt Blute  $     1,000.00  

Steve Anspach  $     1,000.00  
 

Homebound Instruction, $29/hour  
 

Ratify Danielle Lawrence, Pottstown Middle School, from January 5, 2015 through February 6, 2015, 

assignment not to exceed 5 hours per week.  

 

Ratify approval of Tenure/Permanent Contract 
 

    Name Building Eligible Date Annual Salary 

Michaela Johnson PHS 11/29/2014 $52,557 

Sarah Dierolf PMS 12/20/2013 $46,450 

Katie Minger PHS 08/23/2014 $45,198 

Diane Shoffstall PHS 08/24/2014 $44,567 

Lauren Emes Franklin 08/22/2014 $44,203 

Melissa DiBlasi PHS 08/23/2014 $46,097 

Megan Klementisz PMS 10/11/2014 $48,280 

Deena Alexander Barth 11/15/2014 $46,531 
 

Tuition  

 

Administrative  

   Name Building Amount Month-Year 

Diane Meck Admin $2,538.00 Dec-14 

William Jeffreys Admin $3,472.00 Jan-15 

 

Professional 

   Name School 12/31/14 deadline 

Maxwell Donnelly PMS $3,000.00 

Jennifer Mitchell-

Winterbottom 
PMS $3,000.00 

Laura Wise PHS $  870.00 

Diana Dotterer Rupert $  900.00 

Dennis Arms PHS $2,724.00 

Annemarie Gruenling PMS $1,362.00 

Thomas Simpson PMS $1,590.00 

Nicole Ewing Franklin $1,269.00 

Kayla Sabata Franklin $1,362.00 

Ian Lawrence PMS $1,362.00 
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John Martin PMS $1,269.00 

Cynthia Kuklinski Franklin $1,383.75 

Amanda High PMS $1,488.00 

Christine Fiorillo Rupert $1,488.00 

Helen Bowers PHS $1,431.90 

 

Payment of Accumulated Sick Leave: 
 

Rosellina Evans, In accordance with the Part-Time Support guidelines, $1,106.25.  This is for 73.75 

accumulated sick days at $15 per day. 
 

PROFESSIONAL LEAVES   

 

POLICY– 
 

The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the policy as presented and a copy be filed in the  

Secretary’s Office as Addendum #2014-2015-047: 
  

1. Policy 233:  Suspensions and Expulsion  

 

CONTRACTS 
 

The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the following contracts as presented and copies 

be filed in the Secretary’s office as Addendum #2014-2015-048: 
 

1.     MOU: University of Pennsylvania  3.     Buxmont Academy Annex Lease 

2.     CDI(Head Start) Annex Lease 

 

Bldg  Name Conference Title Conference 

Location 

Dates to 

Attend 

Cost 

 

Barth Lori Gresko (replaced 

Vanessa Unger-

Haydinger ) 

CSI – Federation 

Leadership Conference 

New York, 

NY 

01/22/2015- 

01/25/2015 

All costs paid by 

Federation 

Admin Mary Rieck Pre-K Counts Grantee 

Meeting 

State College, 

PA 

05/18/2015-

05/19/2015 

$180.00 

To be paid by PA 

Pre-K Counts. 

Barth Sarah Paul Title I-ISP Pittsburgh, PA 01/25/2015-

01/26/2015 

To paid by Title I 

Rupert Matthew Moyer 21
st
 Century 

Conference 

Harrisburg, 

PA 

03/03/2015-

03/05/2015 

$650.00 

To be paid by 

building Budget 

Admin 

 

Linda S. Adams 

Robert Kripplebauer  

PASBO Annual 

Conference 

Hershey, 

PA 

03/11/2015- 

03/13/2015 

$752.00  

$682.00 to be paid 

by dept. budgets  

Lincoln Mandy Wampole 

Denise Schleicher 

Improving School 

Performance 

Conference 

Pittsburgh, PA 01/26/2015-

01/28/2015 

-$,1600.00 

-$1,420.00 

To be paid by  Title I  

PHS Jaime Parris Beyond School Hours 

XVIII Conference 

Orlando , FL 02/18/2015

-

02/20/2015 

$1,717.73 

To be paid by the 

21
st
 Century Grant. 

PMS Diane Halpine PSSA Performance 

Level Descriptors 

Harrisburg, 

PA 

02/03/2015

-

02/05/2015 

$95.00 to be paid 

by PDE 
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REAL ESTATE TAX EXONERATION 2014   
 

The Superintendent recommends the following Resolution be adopted by the Board: 
 

 has submitted a list of properties liened for school taxes amounting to $1,834,435.15 plus penalties 

  WHEREAS, Linda S. Adams, Substitute Tax Collector for the Pottstown School District,  

 of $183,444.04  totaling $2,017,879.19  for the original 2014 Real Estate Tax Duplicate. 
 

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Substitute Tax Collector be  and is  

 hereby  exonerated of and from said tax liability for the collection thereof, but no exoneration for  

 the respected taxables is intended or affected by this action. 
 

  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Substitute Tax Collector file the required reports   

 and information with Portnoff and Associates so that the liens against these properties be properly 

 reported. 

 

 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF ESTABLISHING NEW FUNDING FORMULA 
 

The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the resolution urging the General Assembly 

to establish a new funding formula for basic education as presented and a copy be filed in the 

Secretary’ office as Addendum #2014-2015-049.  
 

 

Upon roll call, all members present voted aye for the above mentioned consent items.   

Ayes:  Eight.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  One.  Motion carried  

 

NON-CONSENT 

 

PROCLAMATION HONORING BOROUGH OF POTTSTOWN 200
th

 ANNIVERSARY 

 

The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the proclamation recognizing the Borough’s 

200
th

 anniversary as presented and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as Addendum #2014- 

2015-050. 

 

All members present were in favor.  None opposed.  Ayes:  Eight.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  One. 

Motion carried.   
 

INFORMATION  
 

1.  Monthly Meeting Notice: February 

2.  PEAK Update 

 

FEDERATION REMARKS 
 

Mrs. Vollmuth expressed the Federation’s appreciation to the Board Members for their time and 

service dedicated to the welfare of the students.   She thanked Dr. Sparagana for his safe and cautious 

decisions regarding the past few days of inclement weather conditions.  Mrs. Vollmuth spoke about 

the Conference of School Improvement the district team attended in New York.   The Federation of  

Pottstown Teachers is the only Pennsylvania teachers’ federation that is invited to the annual 

conference.  She looks forward to the team’s continued collaboration in developing the district’s 

improvement plan.   
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ROUND TABLE  
 

Mr. Hylton – no comment. 

 

Mr. Kefer thanked Mr. Moyer for hosting tonight’s meetings and for providing a tour of the newly 

renovated Rupert Elementary building.  He thanked Tina Viletto and Larry Feinberg for their 

presentation at the Joint Borough and School District meeting.   

 

Ms. Bearden agreed with Mr. Kefer’s comments. 

 

Mrs. Stilwell expressed her frustration with the basic education funding issue. 

 

Mrs. Francis was pleased to learn about the support efforts to keep the legislators in check.  She 

supports taking stronger action. 

 

Mr. Rodriguez – no comment.  

 

Ms. Bacallao expressed her frustration with the unfair disbursement of basic education funding.  She 

stated that it is apparent the poorer, distressed communities get less.  All students are entitled to the 

same opportunities.   

 

Mr. Williams stated the CSI Conference was a very positive expression of a collaborative effort 

between teachers, administrators and school board directors.   

 

Dr. Sparagana thanked Mr. Williams for arranging the fair funding presentation that took place at 

tonight’s joint Borough and School District meeting.  He stressed the importance to speak out, to 

rally people in the community in support of fair funding.  Dr. Sparagana appreciated the opportunity 

to attend the CSI conference and encouraged all Board Members to consider joining the next year’s 

team.  He recognized the Board for their courageous decisions to provide a quality educational 

environment for the children of Pottstown.  

 

Mrs. Zahora thanked Mr. Moyer for his hospitality.  She was pleased to see the renovations 

completed, allowing the Board more time for discussions on education.  Mrs. Zahora would like 

the Board to take advantage of the services offered by Roxy Barnaby from the Pennsylvania Council 

for Children and Youth.  Ms. Bacallao agreed to contact Ms. Barnaby.  

 
 

ADJOURNMENT  
 

It was moved by Ms. Bacallao that the Board adjourns.  None opposed.  Motion carried.  The meeting 

adjourned at 9:15 pm.  

 

 

 

______________________ 
Linda S. Adams 

 Board Secretary                                                                                    


