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POTTSTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

September 22, 2014 
 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Board of School Directors of the Pottstown School District was held on 
Monday, September 22, 2014 at 7:30 PM in the Cafeteria of the Pottstown High School with Vice-
President Mr. Andrew Kefer presiding.  Upon roll call, the following members were present:  
Ms. Katina Bearden, Mr. Thomas Hylton,  Mrs. Kimberly Stilwell, and Mrs. Polly Weand .   Absent: 
Mrs. Amy Bathurst Francis, Ms. Mary-Beth Bacallao, Mr. Ronald Williams and Mrs. Judyth Zahora. 
Also present were Superintendent, Dr. Jeffrey Sparagana; Board Secretary, Mrs. Linda S. Adams;  
Director of Human Resources, Mr. Stephen Rodriguez; Solicitor, Mr. Stephen Kalis; Student 
Representative, Miss Katrina Belmontes; Dr. Jeffrey Hartmann, Mr. Matthew Boyer, Ms. Pamela 
Bateson, Mr. Robert Decker, Mr. John Armato, a member of the press, and interested citizens. 
  
Mrs. Francis entered the meeting at 7:34 pm.  
 

 
PRESENTATIONS 

Mrs. Adams gave an update on the renovation project: 
Elementary Schools Renovation Project Update 

• Lincoln Elementary
the concrete work, site work and painting of the corridors should be completed by end of the 
week. 

 –contractors are continuing to work on completing the punch list items. 

• Franklin Elementary
new flooring price is being negotiated (not included in the bid).   

 – the punch list work is scheduled to continue into the weekend.  The  

• Rupert Elementary
The 2nd floor addition is expected to be complete for a final inspection tomorrow.  The 1st  

 – concrete walkways, curbing and stoning for paving are near completion. 

floor addition is 90% complete.  The renovations in both the 1st and 2nd floors are also 
scheduled for a final inspection tomorrow. The basement flooring in two rooms and the 
completion of the ceiling tile is scheduled to be completed this week. The completion of the 
elevator is pending.  The company’s personnel promised to return today for final completion 
and inspection in one week.  The district has not received confirmation of this.   

 

Mr. Decker introduced two students who gave a presentation on their trip to Greece.  Seniors Nick  
Greece Trip 

Urban and Joanna Soffit thanked the School Board, Administrators, Mrs. Rieger and Mr. Decker 
for the opportunity to experience a great trip. 
 
Mr. Decker presented a brochure created by the tour guide, outlining a four year trip plan for a  
variety of trips and participants.  The brochure can be distributed to freshmen enabling the students to 
plan ahead for future trips.   
 

 
MINUTES 

Mrs. Adams presented the minutes from the Committee of the Whole meeting held on, August 21, 
2014, the minutes from the Regular Board meeting held on the August 25, 2014 and the minutes for 
the Special Board meeting held on September 11, 2014 for Board approval.  
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It was moved by Mr. Hylton and seconded by Mrs. Francis that the minutes be approved as 
presented. 
 
All members present were in favor.  None opposed.  Ayes:  Six.  Nays:  None.  Absent: Three.  
Motion carried.  
 

 
LIST OF BILLS 

Mrs. Adams presented the list of bills from the various funds for the period of July 1, 2014 to  
August 30, 2014 for Board approval.   
 
It was moved by Mr. Hylton and seconded by Mrs. Francis that the list of bills paid from the various 
funds for the period of July 1, 2014 to August 30, 2014 be approved as presented and a copy be filed 
in the Secretary’s office as Addendum #2014-2015-014. 
 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

Mrs. Adams presented the Treasurer’s Report for July 2014 for Board approval. 
 
It was moved by Mr. Hylton and seconded by Mr. Kefer that the Treasurer’s Report for July 2014 be 
approved and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as Addendum #2014-2015-015. 
 
All members present voted aye. None opposed.  Ayes:   
 

 
HEARINGS FROM THE PATRONS OF THE SCHOOLS 

None. 
 

 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT ITEMS 

Dr. Sparagana presented the Consent Items for Board approval.    
 

 
CONSENT 

It was moved by Mrs. Francis and seconded by Mr. Hylton that the following consent items be 
approved in accordance with Policy 1120, as recommended by the Superintendent of Schools: 
 

 
Resignations/Terminations 

 
Professional 

Stefanie George, Secondary Teacher, Pottstown Middle School, resignation effective November 12, 
2014, employed since August 25, 2004.  
 
Ratify Thomas Gilroy, Secondary Counselor, Pottstown High School, resignation effective 
September 3, 2014, employed since August 27, 2013. 
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Classified 

Ratify Susan Bakay, Classroom Assistant, Barth Elementary, resignation effective August 26, 2014, 
employed since September 11, 2013. 
 
Ratify Jonathan Curtis, Classroom Assistant, Pottstown High School, resignation effective August 
21, 2014, employed since August 21, 2013. 
 
Ratify Erin Hatfield, Classroom Assistant, Pottstown High School,  resignation effective August 20, 
2014, employed since January 27, 2014. 
 
Ratify Tracy Oister, Part-time Front Desk Clerk, Pottstown Middle School, resignation effective 
August 20, 2014, employed since February 22, 2007. 
 
Ratify Darryl Nixon, Custodian I, Pottstown Middle School, resignation effective September 4, 2014, 
employed since March 12, 2003. 
   
Ratify Tyisha Reddick, Student Intern, Administration Building, termination due to end of 
assignment, effective August 14, 2014. 
 
Ratify Emily Griffin, Student Intern, Administration Building, termination due to end of assignment, 
effective August 14, 2014. 
 
Ratify Katherine Kolbmann, Student Intern, Administration Building, termination due to end of 
assignment, effective August 14, 2014. 
 
Leaves
 

: 

Professional
 

  

Ratify Melissa Schubert, Special Education Teacher, Pottstown High School, request for Medical 
Sabbatical, effective August 26, 2014, end date to be the last day of the 1st semester. 
 
Ratify Jody Wenzel, Elementary Teacher, Franklin Elementary, request for Medical Sabbatical, 
effective August 26, 2014, end date to be the last day of the 1st semester. 
 

 
Classified 

Shilid Ford-Bey, Printing Clerk, request for leave of absence covered by Family Medical Leave Act 
effective September 22, 2014, end date tbd. 
 
Ratify Sandra Yost, Custodian I, Pottstown High School, request for leave of absence covered by 
Family Medical Leave Act, effective August 9, 2014, end date tbd.  
 
Ratify Pauline Herrett, Classroom Assistant, request for leave of absence covered by Family Medical 
Leave Act, effective August 28, 2014, end date tbd. 
 
Diane Nash, Executive Secretary, Administration Building, request for leave of absence covered by 
Family Medical Leave Act, effective October 6, 2014, end date tbd.   
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Change in Position and/or Salary
 

:    

 
Professional 

Ratify David Woodley from ISS/TPC to Management Information Systems Teacher, effective 
September 2, 2014, $43,768/yr, Step 1-Bach (replaces Dennis Arms).  
 

 
Exempt 

Ratify Jamie Parris from Intervention Assistant to Virtual Academy Facilitator, Pottstown High 
School, effective August 28, 2014, $47,000/yr (replaces E. Bissell).  
 
Jane Bennett, Community Engagement Coordinator PEAK, from 5days per week to 4 days per week, 
effective October 12, 2014, no change in  compensation per day (paid by W.K.Kellogg grant) 
 

 
Classified 

Ratify Dawn Hankins from Part-time to Full-time Nurse, Rupert Elementary, effective September 4, 
2014, no change in hourly compensation (replaces Melissa Scaltrito). 
 
Ratify Kimberly White from Classroom Assistant to Intervention Assistant, Barth Elementary, 
effective September 8, 2014, no change in compensation (replace Jamie Parris). 
 
Correction to Change in Position and/or Salary
 

 (previously board approved on 6/23/14) 

 
Professional  

Ratify Marilyn Bainbridge from Career &Technology Teacher to Special Education Teacher, 
Pottstown High School, effective August 25, 2014, $44,593 + $400 Special Education Stipend, Step 
1.77, B+15, (replacing Teresa Neimann) 
 

 
Elections: 

 
Professional 

Ratify Amanda Scholwinski, Guidance Counselor, Pottstown High School, effective September 2, 
2014, $47,914/yr, Step A, M+15 (replaces Thomas Gilroy). 
 
Ratify Charles Rowland, Long Term Substitute Special Education Teacher, Pottstown High School, 
effective September 2, 2014, end date to be end of first semester, January 2015, $194/day (coverage 
for Melissa Schubert). 
 

 
Classified 

Ratify Edward Girton, Substitute Custodian/Elementary School Cleaner, effective September 2, 
2014, $11.92/hour. 
 
Ratify Christian Marcelli, Student Proctor, Pottstown Middle School/Barth Elementary, effective 
September 2, 2014, 2 hrs/day, $11.74/hr (Lunch Proctor replaces Pamela Overdorf), 1 hr/day, 
$13.01/hr (Breakfast Proctor replaces Grace Cloud).  
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Ratify Theresa Turnbaugh, Student Proctor, Barth Elementary, effective September 2, 2104, 2 
hrs./day, $11.74/hr (Lunch Proctor, replaces Grace Cloud). 
 
Ratify Alysha Soto, Student Intern, Administration Building, effective August 11, 2014, $10.79/hour 
(replaces Katie Kulbmann). 
 
Ratify Andrea Kulp, Substitute Cafeteria Worker, Food Service, effective September 2, 2014, 
$11.87/hour. 
 
Ratify Patricia Pollock, Part-time Cafeteria Worker, Pottstown Middle School, effective August 27, 
2014, 4 hrs/day, $11.87/hr. 
 
Ratify Tara Cifelli, Temporary Cafeteria Worker, Pottstown Middle School, effective August 27, 
2014, 6 hrs/day, $11.87/hr. 
 
Ratify Jennifer Levengood, Part-time Front Desk Clerk, Pottstown Middle School, effective August 
28, 2014, 4 hrs/day, $12.50/hr.  This is in addition to her role as Substitute Student Proctor.    

 
Ratify Ana Avram, Full-Time Temporary Front Desk/Buildings/Grounds Project Clerk, 
Administration Building, effective September 15, 2014, $14.04/hour. 
 
Ratify Johanna Swoyer, Temporary Classroom Assistant, Franklin Elementary, effective September 
15, 2014, $13.65/hour. 
 
Ratify Samantha Mazzie, Temporary Classroom Assistant, Barth Elementary, effective September 
11, 2014, $13.65/hour. 
 
Ratify Megan Keeney, Temporary Classroom Assistant, Barth Elementary, effective September 10, 
2014, end date to be last student day 2014-2015 school year $13.65/hour (replace Aaron 
Hinnerschitz)  
 
Ratify Ashley Faison, In School Suspension/Temporary Placement Center Coordinator , Pottstown 
High School, effective September 17, 2014,  $24.35/hour (replacing David Woodley). 
 
Girls Today Leaders Tomorrow Advisors paid through United Way Grant (not to exceed 250 hours): 
Name:   Position Rate
Kelly Grosser   Co-Advisor $29/hour (outside contractor) 

  

Andrea Barlow Co-Advisor $29/hour 
Kim Petro  Co-Advisor $29/hour 
 

Scott 
Pottstown High School Learning Center Program      

Braunsberg Learning Center Teacher $29/hr. 
Deborah Bosler Learning Center Teacher $29/hr. 
Melissa DiBlasi Substitute Learning Center Teacher $29/hr. 
Helen Bowers Substitute Learning Center Teacher $29/hr. 
Jolie  Martinez Substitute Learning Center Teacher $29/hr. 
Laura Wise Substitute Learning Center Teacher $29/hr. 
Justine  Donnelly Substitute Learning Center Teacher  $29/hr. 
Janice Bobst Clerk $13.65/hr 
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2014-2015 Additions Co-Curricular Assignments: Fall Sport

BLDG 

s 

PROFESSIONAL AGREEMENT  CATEGORY EMPLOYEE LEVEL  STIPEND  
HS Boys Soccer – Asst. Coach Katrina Simmons 1 $       2,374.00 

 
2014-2015 Career and Technical Career Child Care providers for community forums (paid through 
the Kellogg Foundation Grant): 
Name: Position 
Dennis Arms 

Amount 
Caregiver $29/hour 

Tasha Walker Caregiver $29/hour 
Marilyn Bainbridge Caregiver $29/hour 

 
FCCLA (Family, Career, and Community Leaders of America): Advisor for the 2014-2015 school 
year, stipends to be paid through the Perkins Grant: 
Name: Position 
Dennis Arms 

Amount 
FCCLA Advisor $   545.00 

Jacquelyn Mathias FCCLA Advisor $   545.00 
 

2014-2015 Skills USA stipend: 
Name: Position 
Kyle O’Neill 

Amount 
Skills USA $1,090.00 

 
2014-2015 Career and Technical Career Counselor (paid through the Perkins Grant) 
Name: Position 
Dennis Arms 

Amount 
Counselor $29/hour 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL LEAVES 

Bldg  

FIELD TRIPS 

Name Conference Title Conference 
Location 

Dates to 
Attend 

Cost 
 

School 
Board 

Wm. Ron Williams PSBA School 
Leadership Conf. 

Hershey, PA 10/21-
10/24/14 

Approx. $384 
paid by the district 

Admin Linda Adams 2014 Four County 
Business Officials 
Workshop 

Pocono 
Manor, PA 

10/2/14 – 
10/3/14 

Approx. $390 paid 
by the district 

PHS Sarah Blaum 
Amanda Scholwinski 
 

2014 PA C & T  
Education Counselors  
Workshop   

State 
College, PA 

9/25/14 –  
9/26/14 

Approx. $480  paid 
by Perkins Grant 

Admin Karen Kile CLASS-Pre-K 
Observation Training 

Alexandria, 
VA 

10/07/2014-
10/08/2014 

Approx. 
$1565.00 paid by 
Pre K Counts 

PHS Maureen Rieger PSBA School  
Leadership Conf.  

Hershey, PA 10/23/14 –  
10/24/14 

Approx. $575 
Paid by district 

# of students 
and/or group 

Conference 
name/activity 

Destination Date of 
trip 

Cost to 
student 

Cost to district-  
substitutes 

Chaperone(s) 

 
(2) Student 
Board Repres. 

PSBA School 
Leadership  
Conference 

 
Hershey, PA 

  
10/23/14 – 
1024/14 

  
$0 

 
$750 

 
Maureen Rieger 



32 
09-22-2014 minutes 

CONTRACT(S)
 

 –  

The Superintendent recommends the Board approve/ratify the following contracts and copies be filed 
in the Secretary’s office as Addendum#2014-2015-016.  
 
1. Deaf-Hearing Interface  
2. Camphill Special School 
3. MCIU: MOU Title III  
   
FRANKLIN, LINCOLN AND RUPERT ELEMENTARY PROJECT CHANGE ORDERS
 

   

The Facilities Committee recommends the Board approve the Franklin, Lincoln and Rupert 
Elementary Renovations Project change orders as presented and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s 
office as Addendum #2014-2015-017.  
 
2014-2015 TRANSPORTATION RATES
 

 – Mrs. Adams – EXHIBIT 3 

The Superintendent recommends the Board approve/ratify the transportation rates for 2014-2015, as 
presented and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as Addendum #2014-2015-018. 
 

 
SETTLEMENT OF 2013 PER CAPITA AND OCCUPATION TAX DUPLICATE 

The Superintendent recommends the Board adopt a Resolution exonerating the Tax Collector from 
the balance of the 2013 Per Capita and the 2013 Occupation Tax Duplicate as presented and a copy 
be filed in the Secretary’s office as Addendum #2014-2015-019.  
 

 
SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER RESOLUTION 

The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the School Resource Officer agreement, as 
presented and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as Addendum #2014-2015-020.    
 
 
 
Upon roll call, all members present voted aye for the above mentioned consent items.   
Ayes:  Six.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Three.  Motion carried.     
 

 
NON-CONSENT 

 
PSBA ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

It was moved by Mrs. Francis and seconded by Mrs. Weand that the Board approve the following 
PSBA candidates as the school board’s vote for the PSBA Election of Officers and the vote be 
cast by the Board Secretary on behalf of the school board and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s 
office as Addendum #2014-2015-021. 
 
Candidate: Kathy Swope for President,  Mark B. Miller for Vice-President, Otto W. Volt, III for 
Treasurer and Robert Schwartz for the At-Large Representative. 
 
Mr. Hylton opposed the election of Kathy Swope because she represents a district that is building  
a new school in a remote area where all students will need to be bused to the school building. 
 
Upon roll call vote, the vote was recorded as follows:  Mrs. Francis: aye, Mr. Kefer: aye, Mrs. 
Stilwell: aye, Mrs. Weand: aye, Ms. Bearden: aye, Mr. Hylton: abstain.  Ayes:  Five.  Nays:  None. 
Abstention:  One.  Absent:  Three.  Motion carried.  
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MISSION AND VISION STATEMENTS 

Dr. Sparagana presented the district’s new mission and vision statements as presented for Board 
approval. 
 
It was moved by Mrs. Stilwell and seconded by Mrs. Weand that the Board approve the new mission 
and vision statements as presented. 
 
Upon roll call vote, all members present voted aye:  Ayes:  Six.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Three. 
Motion carried. 
 

 
INFORMATION  

1. Monthly Meeting Notice: October 2014 
2. PEAK Update:  September 
3. Elementary Schools Renovation Photos 
 

 
FEDERATION REMARKS 

Mr. Decker reminded the Board that the Federation of Teachers will have tables set up at the 
buildings to assist residents with voter registration. 
 
ROUND TABLE
 

  

Mr. Rodriguez – no comment. 
 
Mrs. Stilwell thanked Mr. Decker for his participation in the Greece trip. 
 
Mrs. Weand – no comment. 
 
Mr. Hylton – no comment. 
 
Mrs. Francis – no comment. 
 
Ms. Bearden was pleased with the new buildings.  She asked for clarification on the differences in the 
appearance of Rupert Elementary compared to Franklin and Lincoln.  Was it the same architect? 
   
Dr. Sparagana congratulated the football team and Gary Wise for their recent achievements. 
 
Mr. Kefer echoed Dr. Sparagana’s comment and also thanked Mr. Decker for his role in the Greece 
trip.   
 
ADJOURNMENT
 

  

It was moved by Mr. Hylton and seconded by Mrs. Francis that the Board adjourns.  None opposed.  
Motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm.  
 

______________________ 
Linda S. Adams 
Board Secretary                                                                                    
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