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POTTSTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT 
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING 

September 11, 2014 
 
 

A Special Meeting of the Board of School Directors of the Pottstown School District was held  
on Thursday, September 11, 2014 at 6:30 PM in the Cafeteria of the Pottstown High School with 
President Mrs. Judyth L. Zahora presiding.  Upon roll call, the following members were present:  
Mr. Andrew Kefer, Ms. Mary-Beth Bacallao, Mr. Ronald Williams, and Mrs. Kimberly Stilwell.   
Absent: Mrs. Amy Bathurst Francis, Mr. Thomas Hylton,  Mrs. Polly Weand and Mr. Dennis  
Wausnock (deceased).  Also present were Superintendent, Dr. Jeffrey Sparagana; Board Secretary, 
Mrs. Linda S. Adams;  Solicitor, Mr. Stephen Kalis; Mr. John Armato, members of the press, and 
interested citizens. 
  
 
Mr. Thomas Hylton entered the meeting at 6:38 pm.  
 
 

 
FACILITIES COMMITTEE REPORT 

Mr. Robert Kripplebauer presented the change orders from the Elementary Schools Project which 
will be included on the Committee of the Whole agenda for board approval at the regularly scheduled 
meeting on Monday, September 22.  Mr. Kripplebauer went over each item by building and 
responded to questions and comments.   Discussions were also held regarding the status of each 
building’s progress. 
 

 
INTERVIEW SCHEDULE 

The Solicitor; Mr. Stephen Kalis provided the advertisement for the meeting and summarized the 
purpose of the meeting which is to interview candidates and elect the successful candidate for 
swearing in as a Board Member at the Committee of the Whole Meeting on Thursday, September 18.  
He also described the process that would be followed that evening.  The candidates were interviewed 
as follows: 
 

• Mr. Brian Hydier 
• Mr. Kurt Heidel 
• Ms. Kim B. Wells 
• Ms. Katina Bearden 

 
Mrs. Diana Stitt had applied for the vacancy but, that day, had withdrawn her candidacy due to 
personal difficulties. 
 
Each candidate was asked the same questions by Mrs. Judyth Zahora, Mr. Andrew Keefer and Ms. 
Mary-Beth Bacallao.  The candidates were provided an opportunity to ask any questions they might 
have. 
 
At the conclusion of the interviews, with minimal discussion, it was the consensus of the Board to 
nominate Ms. Katina Bearden to fill the vacancy left by Mr. Dennis Wausnock's passing.  
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HEARINGS FROM THE PATRONS OF THE SCHOOLS 

Hearings from the patrons of the school were announced for the purpose of discussing the Board’s 
nomination.  No comments were made. 
 
  

 
APPROVAL OF BOARD NOMINATION 

 Mr. Ronald Williams made the motion, to nominate Ms. Katina Bearden to fill the school board 
vacancy, which was seconded by Ms. Mary-Beth Bacallao. 
 
Upon roll call vote, the vote to select Ms. Katina Bearden was recorded as follows:   Mr. Hylton: nay, 
Mr. Kefer: aye, Mrs. Stilwell: aye, Mr. Williams: aye, Mrs. Zahora: aye, Ms. Mary-Beth Bacallao: 
aye.  Ayes: Five.  Nays:  One.  Absent:  Three.  Motion carried.   
 
Mr. Hylton commented that his nay vote was no reflection on Ms. Bearden, but an indication that his 
first choice was a different candidate. 
 
Mrs. Adams was instructed to notify Ms. Bearden and confirm she was still willing to accept the 
position. 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT
 

  

It was moved by Mr. Kefer and seconded by Ms. Bacallao that the Board adjourns.  None opposed.  
Motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm.   
 
 
 
 

______________________ 
Linda S. Adams 
Board Secretary                                                                                    
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